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March 11, 2011

The Honorable Raymond LaHood
Secretary of Transportation

United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue Southeast
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I sincerely appreciate your support for the Memorial Bridge Replacement project in Maine and
New Hampshire as well as your visit to the bridge in October of 2010 to award funds for the project.
These funds will certainly help to ensure the continuing economic success of the region. During your
visit, you noted that the current bridge is “one of the worst bridges in America,” underscoring that
replacement of the bridge is a critical safety and economic upgrade for the region.

Unfortunately, in the nearly five months since your visit, funding for the project has been
threatened by a rescission in the House-passed continuing resolution, H.R. 1. While this bill failed to pass
in the Senate, I remain concerned that unobligated funds for the TIGER II program remain in jeopardy
because of paperwork delays within the DOT.

During the March 8 Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee hearing on the
Department of Transportation’s fiscal year 2012 budget proposal, we discussed the status of the Memorial
Bridge funding. Iremain concerned that red tape is unnecessarily delaying the obligation of these critical
funds, and ask you to expedite the approval of all required paperwork for the project. The environmental
review, one of the major portions of the Federal obligation process, has been submitted and awaits
approval. This document, which evaluates the impact of the replacement bridge on the lands surrounding
the structure, is remarkably similar to the already-approved rehabilitation environmental review
completed in 2008.

It is critical that we honor the commitment made to the communities of the Kittery/Portsmouth
region and rebuild the Memorial Bridge in a timely fashion. Both Maine and New Hampshire have
moved quickly to submit paperwork, and I hope you will be able to assist us in promptly achieving our
shared goal.

I appreciate your support, and look forward to swift obligation of the Federal funding awarded
under a competitive grant program for replacement of the Memorial Bridge.
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